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Willis acommercial chancery barrister, who acceptsinstructions across Selborne’s core
practice areas.

As well as providing drafting and advisory services, Will frequently appears as sole counselin
the County Court, the Insolvency and Companies Court, and the High Court. He hasrecently
been successfulin:

e Athree-day trial before HHJ Holmes regarding a contract of compromise;

e Athree-day trial before HHJ Mitchell regarding a mandatory injunction, and;

e Aone-day permissionto appeal hearing before Recorder Gibbon regarding a writ of
execution.

Priortojoining Selborne, Will gained a Double First degree from the University of Cambridge.
He then obtained a Distinction on the GDL at City University, before completingan LLM at the
College of Europe, where his research was published in the European Business Law Review
(Vol. 3lissue 4 pp. 693 - 724).

From 2019-2020, he spent nine months as judicial assistant to Lord Justice Underhillin the
Court of Appeal, during which he worked on prominent commercial appeals, including
Vodafone v Ofcom [2020] EWCA Civ 183 (on counterfactual arguments in the law of restitution),
and R (Locke) vHMRC[2019] EWCA Civ 1909 (on the validity of accelerated payment notices
issued by HMRC).



Commercial & Company

Willhas acted as sole counselin disputes relating to commodities, joint venture agreements,
breaches of guarantees, civil fraud, and unfair prejudice claims.

He also has experience working in commercial cases with an employment element, including
restrictive covenants and breach of confidence.

Recent experienceincludes:

e Actingforalarge steelworks company in proceedings claiming damages for defective
performance by a welding sub-contractor engaged in the High Speed 2 railway project.

e Actingforamajorsupplier of display and sensor componentsin a claim brought under
section 37 of the Sale of Goods Act1979.

e Acting foracompany seeking Norwich Pharmacal and Bankers Trust disclosure orders
against a US bank, following the discovery of cyber fraud.

e Actingforamanaging directorin a quasi-partnership dispute relating to breaches of a
shareholder agreement, diversion of business and breach of confidence.

e Actingforafirm of accountantsina claiminvolving allegations of breaches of fiduciary
duty and misappropriation of company funds.

e Advising on the merits of a dispute related to an allegedly unfair credit relationship under
s.140B of the Consumer Credit Act 1974.

e Advising a shipping company inrelation to its contractual claim against a provider of
freight services in Belgium.

e Appearinginan application for security for costs under civil procedure rule 25.13(2)(c), in
proceedings alleging fraudulent misrepresentation.

Insolvency

Willcompleted pupillage at a specialistinsolvency set of chambers. He regularly appears and
advises on corporate and personalinsolvency matters, both for creditors and debtors. He
also has experienceininsolvency-related director misfeasance claims.

Recent experience includes:

e Appearinginawinding up dispute arising out of the well-publicised collapse of “the
London Resort”, a £3.5bn Disneyland-style theme developmentin Kent.



e Appearinginawinding-up dispute arising out of a JCT Build and Design Contract related
to adevelopment site at Silverstone Racecourse.

e Actingforthe Governmentinits director’s disqualification proceedings against Lex
Greensill in The Secretary of Sate for Business and Trade v Alexander David Greensill (with David
Mohyuddin KC).

e Actinginanapplicationtorestrain the presentation of a winding up petition arising out of
an HGCRA interim payment certificate.

e Actingforacompanyresisting an applicationto set aside a statutory demand based on
acontested commercial guarantee agreement.

e Actingfora private individual in a bankruptcy petition presented by HMRC,

e Actinginanapplication seeking anincrease inremuneration fora trustee in bankruptcy.

e Advising onretrospective validation orders under section 127 of the Insolvency Act 1986.

e Advising on the validity of the out of court appointment of an administrator.

e Advising onthe operation of insolvency set-off.

Property

Will actsin several areas of property litigation including commercial forfeiture, mortgages,
boundary disputes, nuisance, and lease renewal claims.

Recent experienceincludes:

e Appearing unledinthe High Court for the respondent to an application fora mandatory
injunction seeking the removal of a unilateral notice registered against the title of a
property: White & Waterman v James [2024] EWHC 1427 (Ch).

e Actingforatenant of acommercial premisesinanopposed lease renewal claim
involving redevelopment ground (f) of section 30(1) of the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954.

e Actingforthelandlordin a collective enfranchisement claim under section 13 of the
Leasehold Reform, Housing and Urban Development Act 1993.

e Actingfortherespondentto anapplication forinteriminjunctive relief alleging
derogation from grant.

e Acting foratenant claiming that theirlandlord had unreasonably withheld consent to
assignthelease.

e Actinginseveral claims forrelief from forfeiture of commercial premises, one of which
resultedin a successful strike out application on the ground that the landlord had waived
theright to forfeit.



Private Client

Will’'s practice includes more traditional chancery cases concerning disputes between
business partners, family members, trustees and beneficiaries.

Recent experienceincludes:

e Actinginadispute over family-owned property under the Trusts of Land and
Appointment of Trustees Act 1996 (heard by HHJ Raeside KC).

e Actinginanapplication foravesting orderunder section 44(ii)(c) of the Trustee Act 1925.

e Actingforaforeign-appointed executor seeking to administerimmovable property
situatedin England.

e Actinginaclaimto secure the entry of a personal representative ona company’sregister
of members, in circumstances where the sole director and shareholder had died.

e Advising on applications underthe Inheritance (Provision for Family and Dependants)
Act1975.

e Advising on the proper administration of an estate.

e Advising on the consequences of the severance of ajoint tenancy prior to a testator’s
death.

e Advising on the validity of a will.



